Studies on the biological disposition of diethylstilbestrol in rats and humans.
Studies were conducted to elucidate the processes involved in the biological disposition of diethylstilbestrol (DES). The apparent biological half-life of [14C] DES decreased with increasing age in immature rats. The half-life of DES in adult rats (14 min) was reached between the 15th and 25th day after birth. Comparison of the intestinal absorption of [14C] DES and [14C]DES monoglucuronide showed the unconjugated drug to be absorbed much more rapidly. Hydrolysis of the conjugate took place in the lower intestine, and this permitted the drug to undergo enterohepatic cycling.